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ACS Spir itual 
Theme 

Growing i n  Chr i st   

Grow in the grace 
and knowledge of 

ou r Lord and Savior  
Jesus Chr ist . 

2 Peter  3:18 

Grow ing in Christ was the theme for 
ACS monthly chapels th is year.  
Each month was devoted to a new 
and excit ing way that  we as a school 
community cou ld grow.  We learned 
all the tools we use to grow in Chr ist  
– the Bible, music, a prayer jou rnal, 
devot ional books, and people.  Then 
this was taken a step farther each 
month. 

The k ids learned scr iptu re each 
month associated with 
how we were going to 
grow dur ing that 
month.  Each month a 
class fil led a growing 
pot  with items or  ideas 
that  they learned abou t  
for  the monthly theme 
in their  individual class-
rooms.  We corporately 
sang praise songs to 
worship God.  Each month a 
different  class received a 
plant  to watch grow in their  
classrooms as a reminder  of 
the theme.  As the plant  

grew, we also grew in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior , 
Jesus Chr ist . 

How did we grow this year at  ACS?  
The students and staff grew in joy 
(Psalm 126:3), knowledge (Colossians 
1:10), thanksgiving (Ephesians 5:20), 
peace (Colossians 3:15), faith 
(Hebrews 11:1), love (Ephesians 5:2), 
wisdom (Proverbs 2:6), grace 
(Ephesians 2:8) and prayer 

(Philippians 4:6).  As our 
theme song says, 
“knowing you  Jesus, 
knowing you , there is no 
greater  th ing.”   

We ended chapel each 
week hand in hand, with 
our arms lifted high sing-
ing “My Fr iends May You  
Grow in Grace” … and we 

t rust  that  we did.  

~Ju lie Van Oordt 
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Our desire is for  God 
to impact  ou r  school 
community by deep-
ening our  connect ion 

with  Him and with 
each other  through 
worshipfu l chapels, 
discipleship of the 
student body, pro-

mot ing un ity among 
parents and spir i tu -
ally encouraging the 
teachers and staff. 
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MIT is a prayer  minis-
t ry of community 
moms who meet for  
one hour  once a week  
to stand in the gap and 
intercede for  their  chil-
dren, teachers and 
school.  Whether  you r  
prayer  is for  you r  child 
to receive a spir it  of  

confidence (Phil 4:13), 
teachabil i ty (Prov 6:20), 
t ru thfu lness (Prov 
12:22), etc., or  whether  
you  carry a much 
heavier  bu rden for  
them, Lamentat ions 
2:19 says, “Pour  ou t  
you r  hear t  l ike water  
before the Lord”.  MIT 

meets on Thursdays 
from 8:45-9:45am at  
ACS in the Ar t  Room.  
Quest ions?  Call Cindy 
at  895-1223 or  check  
ou t  th is ministry at    
www.you tube.com/
watch?v=Bvd-
kcDek6w.  

“Grow in the 
grace and 

knowledge of our  
Lord and Savior  

Jesus Chr ist ” 
2 Peter  3:18 

Spir itual Life at  ACS 



The Crazy Love book 
study opened up the 
hear ts and minds of an 
in t imate group of la-
dies from var ious back-
grounds and age 
groups. As we began, 
we dwelt  upon the awe-
someness of our  Crea-
tor  God, the in t imate 
relat ionship He desires 
with us, the r ight hear t  
and mind of Chr ist  we 
must  work  towards, 
how that  looks and 
how we can encourage 
one another  towards 

Him with au thent icity 
and devot ion. We bene-
fited from praying with 
and for  each other , 
shar ing thoughts of 
what  h inders us in  our  
var ious walks, and how 
we need to cont inue to 
pursue God while 
bu ilding each other  up 
with the only t rue 
'crazy love' of Chr ist . 
We fin ished with reluc-
tancy want ing to con-
t inue to share and to 
grow, to pray and to 
encourage.  We are al-

ready talk ing about  
studying Chan’s next  
book. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~In  Him 

   Bonny Baar and  
Stephanie Roelofs 
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and the Tru th That Sets 
them Free”, by Nancy 
Leigh DeMoss.  We 
looked at  25 common 
l ies that  young women 
believe abou t God, Sa-
tan, ourselves, guys, 
relat ionships, ou r  faith, 
sin and the media.  In 
each category, we iden-
t ified the lie and re-
placed it  with t ru th.  
We also spent t ime 
look ing at  the t ru th 
abou t sin. 

 

 

 

During week  fou r  we 
took  a break  from the 
book  mater ial to talk  
through the pending 
t ransit ion into h igh 
school.  Many ACS 
alumni gir ls from the 
past  fou r  years took  the 

t ime to share some 
words of wisdom about 
the academic, social 
and spir itual aspects of 
h igh school.  The gir ls 
loved reading all the 
i n si gh t fu l  t h ou gh t s 
from their  peers who 
had already walked 
down the path they are 
heading towards. 

We wrapped up our 
t ime together  talk ing 
abou t  being young 
women who are sold 
ou t  for  Jesus.  The gir ls 
have lots of reading ma-
ter ial that  will   encour-
age them to allow  God 
to wr ite their  l i fe story 
as they listen for  His 
voice to gu ide them.   

I  praise God for  each of 
them and for  the work 
He did drawing us clos-
er  to Him and to each 
other  th is year .  

In February, the 8th 
grade gir ls were invited 
to par t icipate in a 6-
week  Bible Study.  Dur-
ing ou r first  week  we 
took  a close look  at  the 
deceiver  and discovered 
God has a lot  to say 
abou t the enemy of ou r  
sou ls.  The Bible is fu ll 
of names, adjectives 
and warnings of the evil 
one.  We looked up 
many verses that  de-
scr ibe him and his 
work  and we discussed 
ways we cooperate with 
h is decept ion.  Since we 
know there is a spir itu -
al bat t le raging, it  was 
eye opening to discover 
some of the strategies 
of ou r  enemy.   

During week  two and 
three we worked ou r 
way through excerpts 
from the book , “Lies 
Young Women Believe 
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And pray  i n  t he Spi r i t  
on  al l  occasi ons wi t h  
al l  k i nds of prayers 

and request s.  

Ephesians 6:18 

Advance Not i ce: 

Prayer  Cover i ng for  
t he 2011/ 2012    

school  year  

Al l  paren t s and grand-

paren t s are i nvi t ed t o 

joi n  us on   

Wednesday , August  31 

at  11:30 am  i n  t he 

ACS Rot unda 

For More Information  
Call Cindy at 895-1223 



The l ives and the needs 
of people around the 
wor ld were the  focus for  
th is year ’s Nat ional Day 
of Prayer  at  ACS.   

The day began with a 
shor t  chapel on the pow-
er  of prayer . We heard 
abou t some of the needs 
and prayer  requests 
from Guatemala as Er in 
Van Oordt , a missionary 
there, shared some of 
her  exper iences. 

Students then spent 
t ime visit ing different  
prayer  stat ions cover ing 
needs for  housing, food, 
medicine, clean water , 
and peace in areas of 
confl ict . 

The students also expe-

r ienced different  ways to 
pray. There were oppor-
tunit ies for  corporate 
prayer , to pray with  a 
fr iend, pray with a pen-
c i l ,  s p o n t a n e o u s 
“popcorn” prayers, and 
group spoken prayers.   

Each stat ion  presented 
a unique and power fu l 
way to br ing offer ings of 
thanks and in tercession 
before ou r  God. 

Students then ate a 
humble lunch which 
wou ld be considered a 
typical meal in much of 
the wor ld. The simple 
meal of r ice, beans, and 
tor t i l la was a tangible 
way for  students to re-
late to their  brothers 
and sisters arou nd the 

wor ld, and to reflect  
with grat itude on the 
blessings which they 
have been given. 

The meal was served in 
each classroom, with 
teachers and students 
tak ing the t ime to dis-
cuss the hope and com-
passion we have as the 
body of Chr ist  and the 
pr ivi lege it  is to pray for  
one another .   

~Peg Dr iesenga 
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Dan TeBos and myself 
have again  led the eighth 
grade boys in  a shor t  Bi-
ble study th is year .  As 
was the case last  year , I 
th ink  I benefited more 
than they did.  It  never 
ceases to amaze me how 
God works in  us when we 
study His Word.  We met 
with  the boys dur ing 
lunch on Tuesdays and 
sometimes had to talk  
with  our  mouth  fu ll 
(sorry Mom)! 

We star ted the study with 
the topic of t ru th  and a 
look  at the Gospels of 1st, 
2nd and 3rd John.  We 
learned what God says 
Tru th is in  His Word and 
how we need to be able to 
ident ify and respond to it   
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when we see it .  We had 
some great discussions 
and I th ink  the boys en-
joyed the process.  

We moved onto the next 
topic learn ing abou t lies.  
It  was an easy transit ion 
because these same pas-
sages also teach us abou t 
th is subject.  I th ink  we 
all learned a lit t le abou t  
how the deceiver  works so 
well in  th is wor ld.  I feel 
the contrast between the-
se two topics made them 
both a lit t le easier  to un-
derstand.  

Our next topic was pray-
er .  I believe th is is one 
th ing that many (even 
adu lts) struggle to really 
understand.  We dis-
cussed the Lord’s Prayer   

as our  example of how to 
prayer  and looked at how 
we can shape our  own 
prayers to be God-
honor ing.  We also dis-
cussed the amazing pow-
er  and pr ivilege of prayer .  
It  st il l overwhelms me 
that I can approach our 
most h igh God in  prayer 
… and He listens and re-
sponds.  

I want to thank  the boys, 
their  parents and the 
school for  th is wonderfu l 
oppor tun ity to share and 
learn with  the eighth 
graders again th is year !  
Dan and I are really 
gratefu l for  th is t ime! 

All for  HIS glory! 

I will say of the Lord, 
He is my refuge and my 

for tress, my God, in  
whom I t rust.   

Psalm 91:2 

 

Editor ’s Note ... 

Th is newslet ter  is just a 
small gl impse of what God 
is doing day to day at ACS.  
I see Him being exalted: 

·  in  the worsh ip that 
happens at chapels. 

·  in  the teachers love for  
the students and in  
their  explanat ion of 
each new th ing. 

·  in  the scr iptu re that is 
spoken and memo-
r ized. 

·  in  the tru th  that is 
bu ilt  in to the cu rr icu -
lum. 

·  in  the small hands 
that reach ou t to their  
neighbor  to pray. 

·  in  the way students 
grow and define their  
faith .  

As a commit tee we give 
thanks that God faith fu l ly 
cont inues to bu ild upon 
what is already here. 

Cindy Dr iesenga            
ACS Parent                 
Chair , Spir itual Emphasis 
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